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PLAN oF POLICE, 
S. . . 


SY A 


» 4, 


H E*Expences attending the Poor in 
England and Wales, when the Return 
was made to Parliament in the Year 1777, 
amounted to about 1,5 50,000/, beſides the 
Money raiſed in many Pariſhes which 8385 
no Returns; and from the beſt Obſervations 
and Calculations which can be made of the 
Increaſe of the Poor's Rate, in different Parts 
of the Kingdom fince that Time, it is appre- 
hended hs preſent Amount muſt; be near 
Two Millions and a Half. 2 2 


The real ca of the ek of the Poor 
_ fem; to ſpring, 


Trasr, Prom. the great Number of Ale- 
houſes, which hi them ſo many Opportu- 
A2 nities 


: 64) 


nities of waſting their Time, diſſipating their 
Subſtance, and deſtroying their Morals. 


SECONDLY, From the Impriſonment for 
Small Debts ; as the Wife and Family, by that 
means loſing their Support, have no che 

Relourcs but to the Pariſh. 
 FrinDLY, The Want of due Attention jo 
young Children of the Bor, whoſe” Parents 
are diſſolute and abandoned. 
Io theſe may be added, the great Number : 
of petty Thieves, Vagrants, and Beggars, Ml / 
which are permitted | to infeſt our Streets and 


Highways. 5 6 


: fr preliminary Meaſures for remedying the: WM 
f Feile the following. Propoſitions: are ſuggeſted: WM i 


en A ReduQtion in the Number of 
* Alehouſes, ſuffering none ta be licenſed in 
| the Country, but ſuch as are really neceſſary 

| for the Accommodation of Travellers, 85 R 


3 ' reſtraining thoſe in Cities and Towns within v 
| 8 proper Bounds. 2 1 | lit 
20 [To facilitate ſuch a Redudion, and re- 1 


| | lies the Magiſtrates from the Difficulties 
| they may lie under upon that Occaſion, it 
is propoſed that all thoſe Who haye paid 
Duty for leſs than a certain given Number 
| | of Barrels of Ale within the Jaft Year, ſhal 
| be ſtruck off, and an Increaſe of Stamps 
8 upon Licences laid on thoſe which remain, 
| | ſufficient to compenſate the Revenue for 


| = | Reduction of the others, f 
= = That 


0 9 ) 


11 That after ſuch Reduction, the Juſtices 


mould enquire into the Behaviour of thoſe 
who had ſold greater Quantities, and ſtrike 
off ſuch as ſhall appear to have Been blame - 
able in theif Conduct; and add the like 
Number from the moſt reputable of thoſe 
who ſhall have been ſtruck off.] 


_ 2dly, A Reform in the Laws which permit 
Impriſonment for Small Debts, by limiting it 


to 10 l. or upwards, without adding the Coſts 


of former Suits. ap =. 
3dly, The infliting Penalties ori the Inhas 

bitants of the Places where Felons, Thieves, 

and Beggars ſhall be harboured, at the Time 


iball be convicted. lt. 
And 4thly, The uſing proper Means for 
educating and employing the Infant Poor. 


| The Mode of Application of the Poor's 
Rates now in uſe, is liable to ſuch à Variety 
of Frauds and Abuſes, that thete ſeems but 
little Proſpect of regulating or vorrecting it 


they commit the Offences for which they 


efeflually under the preſent Syſtem of Foot 


beg. TIT e | 3 
Various Plans have at different Times been 
ſuggeſted and recommended, all of which, on 


being conſidered. with, Attention, have been 


found either impracticablè or inadequate. From 


theſe circumſtances, and an earneſt Deſire to 


promote an Object of ſo much Importance, 
kleine Plan Is produced, which it is 
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l - That = TO Nou. in „ 
meaſure, be taken out of the: Hands of. the 
Churctiwardens and Overſeers, by: interpoſing 
the Aſſiſtanpe of other: Perſons, under the 
Power and Authority of certain Committees 
herein after deſcribed.” 

15 Tbat the Money neceffury to be raiſed for 
the Relief and Employment of _ the Poor, 
ſhould ariſe from a County not *a_ Parochial 
Aid, conlifting of a Contribution from each 
Pariſh and Place, of the Sums which have 
been raiſed therein for the Uſe of the Poor, 

a Medium of the laſt three Years ; theſe 
838 to form a General Fund for each 
County, from which the Poor fhall be re- 
lieved, "Thich will be the Means of putting an 
End to. moſt of the : Conteſts about Settle- 
N 155 nd Removals. "A Re 

nd 75 Finke to eaſe Pariſhes, which 
2 4 at afticular Circumſtances, 
be. _heavy.. 1 ad it 5 prop ofed. that 2 
Medium ſhall be an. in lie Manner, at 
the End of every three Vears, which will ex- 
cite Oeceonomy i in thoſe withig every Pariſh 
who have the Execution of this Plan, that 
they. — be relieved in their, future Con- 
* ia - 
propoſed, dar for Jo . 
al heir fig 1 8805 n of ae 
CORE: Mo _ on 
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into convenient Diſtricts, comprehending a 
proper Number of contiguous Pariſhes, with a 
View to eircumſeribe the Limits in which 
each diſtinct Committee ſhall at. 


„ Commiſſioners for fixing ' the Diſ- commit. 
tris ſhould be elected by Ballot, by Gen- foren for 
temen of a given Deſcription- of Property, Dianas. 
ſuppoſing 200/. per Annum, and conſiſt of a 
Proper Number of Gentlemen well qualified 
for the Buſineſs, living in different Parts of 
| che County, according to the Extent of it; 
- - which Number ſhovld be ſpecified in the 
Act. They ſhould meet as ſoon as con- 
venjent, and procure the Names of the ſe- 
5 veral Pariſhes, and alſo of the Townſhips, 
which maintain their Poor ſeparately from 
1 the Partſh at large; wich a Deſcription of 
i their Situation and Contiguity, 
n To facilitate this, Every Overſeer of the 


Poor ſhould be directed to ſend the Names 
and Defcriptions of each to the Clerk of che 
h Peace, to be laid before the Commiſſioners. 
4 As ſoon as they have got the neceſſary 
þ |  Toeat Information, they may form the Diſ- 


tricts, by uniting ſo many Pariſhes and 


al Places as ſball appear moſt convenient; 

oy probably from Five to Ten Pariſhes, ac- 

iſh cording to their , Extent and Situation, 1 
nat having regard to the Buſineſs which the 1 
n- Act will require to be tranſacted by each | I 
5 Committee? That wilt induce them to take 1 
ak into each Diſtrict a convenient central 


| Town or Place, for the Reſidence of the 
del Agent, and the Meeting of the Committee; 
a : S Di Sanna 4 Ni r \and 


. „ 
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nu perly qualified for Committee Men. 


within every ſuch Pariſh or Place. 


Orig 
Committee. 


perty, to be annually choſen by Ballot by 


8. That the Qualification for a Diſtrict Com- 
mittee-man ſhall be, the having an Eſtate in 


Townſhips to be adhered to, with regard to 
the laying and collecting the Rates, and the 


conſiſting of a certain Number of Perſons of 


Poe Rem 1/9 rnd al an 4. 
J. That the Number of Committee-men in 


(3) 


and alſo to inſert within each Diſtrict, ſuch 
Places as are likely to produce Perſons pro- 


When the Commiſſioners have had the 
Diſtrict under their Conſideration, and formed 
the Limits and Extent of it, they will pro- 
bably be the fitteſt Perſons to fix the Num- 
ber of the Committee-men for each, and 
alſo the Salary for the Agent, under ſuch 
Reſtrictions as may be thought fit to be made 
by the Act.] NN 


Fo The preſent Diviſion of Pariſhes and 


keeping an Account of the Money expended 
6. That there ſhall be Driſtrict Committees, 

a given Deſcription of Landed or Perſonal Pro- 

Perſons rated at . per Annum to the 


each Diftri& ſhall be fixed by the Commiſ- 
ſioners who are to ſet out the Diſtricts. 


Fee of per Annum, of Perſonal Property 
of clear of Debts and Incumbrances, or 
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venient Place near the Centre of the Diſtrict, 
and at other Times occaſionally, when ne- 
ceſſary, either on Adjournment, or Notice 
of ſpecial Buſineſs from the Diſtrict Agent. 
Jo appoint Governors of Workhouſes. 
To hear Complaints from Paupers, after 
they have been before the Committee Agent. 
To appoint, at. their Firſt Meeting, ſuch 
: Perſon as deſcribed in the Plan, to be their 
Diſtrict Agent. | 
To fix a convenient Houſe for the Recep- 
tion and Accommodation of the Aged, In- 
firm, and Impotent Poor. 
Alſo for young Children whilſt of tender 
Years, till fit for Inſtructions, and proper 
to be removed to other Places under the 
Direction of the County Committee. 
The Committee-men aſſigned for parti- 
cular Pariſhes, to act with, and aſſiſt the 
Diſtrict Agent as far as they can within their 
reſpective Pariſhes.] | 


9. That the Diſtrict Committee ſhall at 
their Firſt Meeting appoint a Chairman to 
prelide at their, Meeting, and One at leaſt of 
their Members, to have the Care and Inſpec- 
tion of each Pariſh within the Diſtrict which 
may be moſt convenient to ſuch Member. 

10. That it ſhall be the Duty of the Diſtrict 
Committee to ſuperintend the Government and 
Employment. of the Poor, and particularly of 
the Infant Poor hereinafter deſcribed; and alſo 


to ſuperintend the adminiſtering temporary 


and Occaſional Relief where neceſſary ; and 
to ſee: that proper Accommodations be provided 
| for 


Diana A- 
gent. 


( 10 | 


for the Sick, Infirm, and Impotent Poor which 
may be proper to continue within the Diſtrict, 
11. That every Diftrict Committe ſhall, for 
their own Eaſe and Convenience, and the 
more regular and expeditious Diſpatch of 
Buſineſs, chuſe annually by Ballot, a Perſon of 
diſtinguiſhed Character, Ability, and Inte- 


| gry, who ſhall be called a D riet . 


- F The Diſtrict Agent to have his Reſidence 
in ſome convenient Place near the Centre of 
the Diſtrict. 

A Houſe ſhould be provided * him, and 
| alſo a proper Room * it for the Uſe of the 
Committee when they meet. 

To call upon the Overſeers for their Re- 

turns of the Amount of their Poor's Rates 
within each of the laſt Three Years, to be 
delivered upon Oath to the Diſtrict Com- 
mittee at their Firſt Meeting. 
Jo receive Complaints from Paupers who 
want Relief, arid order it as he ſhall fee oc- 
caſion (witk the Concurrence of the Com- 
mittee- man aſſigned for that Pariſh, if pre- 
ſent), after inquiring into the Circumſtances 
af the Caſe, and making a Minute of the 
Proceedings in a Book to be kept for that 
Purpoſe, which Book ſhould always be pro- 
duced to the Committee at their Meetings. 
| Thoſe Minutes ſhould be fo methodized as 
to have the Proceedings reſpecting each Pa- 
rin entered diſtinctly. 
Ĩ0 calculate, after he has fetgteel Or- 
| ders from the > County wen _ * 


(ir ) 


en Sbich each Pariſn and Place is to contri- 
bote to the County Fund for the next 
Qarter, and to attend the tp V. 

. 1 3 19% A. 


Thar the Diſtrict Agent mal devote ble Shale 
Time and Attention to the Buſineſs of the 
Committee, and ſhall receive a —7 for his 
Trouble, not exceeding in 

the Pound of the Amount of the Medium 
Poor's Rates within that Diſtrict, to be aſ- 
certained as aforeſaid; and that he ſhall keep 

a particular and diſtin Account of the 
Moriey raiſed, and Expences annually in- 
9154 in each Pariſh or Place within his 

12. That the. Overſeers of each Pariſh or oe | 

Place ſhall - make Alleſſments, and collect 
quarterly the Sums which they ſhall be di- 
rected to raiſe by the Diſtrict Committee; and 
ſhall return an Account thereof to the Diſtrict 
Agent, and Hkewiſe to the County Treaſurer, 
_ and pay the ſame to him, or fuch Perſon as he 

thall dire. 

13. The, Overſeer to pay to the County 
Healer the Sum of C. on the Delivery 
of every Child, and of on the Delivery 
of every aged and infirm Perſon who ſhall 
be placed in Hoſpitals under the Care of the 
County Committee, in order to aſcertain the 
Expences of each Pariſh with reſpect to their 
future Contribution. ; 

14. "And 


| 
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14. And that they ſhall alſo pay the Expences 
to be inturred within their reſpective Pariſhes 
under the Control and Direction of the Diſ- 
trict Agent, and a Member of that Piſtrict 
Committee, to whom the Inſpection of ſuch 
Pariſh or Place ſhall be appointed as aforeſaid ; 
and ſhall; at the End of every Quarter, 
tranſmit to the Treaſurer of the County, and 
alſo to the Agent of the Diſtrict; the Ac- 
count of ſuch Expenditure, ſigned and allow - 


ed by ſuch — and the Agent 
for ſuch Diſtrict. 


[As the Doty. of the boten ede and 
| Overſeers is now ſo much reduced by this 
Plan, it is apprehended the Churchwardens 
may be totally omitted; and in many Paz 
riſhes where there are Two or more Over. 
ſcers, it may be confined to One. 
They are to attend the Diſtrict Committee 
Meeting the Firſt Monday in the N 
and alſo at any occaſional Meetings, on 
Notice from the Diſtrict Agent. 

To ſend their Accounts to the Diſtrict 
Agent, of Receipts and Payments, Two 

Days at leaſt before each Committee Meet- 


\ 


vey "Ing, that he miay have Time to examine them. 


To deliver alſo an Eſtimate of the pro- 
bable Expences of the ſucceeding Quarter. 
To attend every Pauper who” ous for 


k . u to the Diſtrict Agent. 


_ To pay all ſoch Sums as ſhell 1857 ordered 


HS” %7 SR # © 


gent. ae 4 
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| To give no Relief without Orders, except 4 

on ſome ſudden” Emergency which does not f 

admit of Time for Application to the Diſtrict 

Agent, and in that Caſe to be afterwards al- it 

bp the Money ſo er if found reaſon- ſi 

9 rs 17 

There ſhould be a Clauſe i in the Act to i 
tnake the Pariſh or Townſhip liable for any 

| Loſs by the Inſolveney of the Overſeer. 


15. That there ſhall alſo be a County couny it 
Committee, conſiſting of a limited Number Commis, 1 
of Perſons, having Freehold or Copyhold Eſtates \f 
of per Annum, to be annually choſen by 3 
Ballot by the Perſons conſtituting the Diſtrict ll. 
Committees; and that the Number ſhall be One 0 
for every per Annum which the County 1 


ſhall pay to the Land Tax or Poor's Rate, as Fl 
ſhall be thought moſt proper. - þ 
16. That the Duty of the County Committee 
ſhall be to make General Rules and Regu- 1 
lations for the Government of the Poor, and 
the ſeveral Officers and Perſons entruſted with 


the Care and Management of them within 
Sach Diſtrict : 


4 [To appoint convenient Houſes for the 
Reception of young Children, when of Age 
to receive Inſtruction, and capable of any 
Employment. 

10 appoint Governors for the Care of 
theſe Children, with ſuitable Allowances ; 
but to employ any of the Poor Men and 
Women who may want Relief in that Ser- 
vice, if they are capable of it. 1 

0 


* 


640 " 


| To receive the Accounts from, each Diſ. 
2 "lt Committee, alſo from the County 
Treaſurer, Monthly; and examine them 
fs 4 Quarterly, and allow them if approved. 
I To order the Number of * to be col- 
lected Quarterly, and certify ſuch Orders to 
tze Diftri& Agents, who are to proportion 
the Sums to be paid by each Pariſh and Place. 
Io meet at ſome conyenient Place near 
the Centre of the County, in the Week next 
Frecreding each Quarter Day, When each 
1901 Diſtrict Agent ſhall attend them. 
To appoint a Treaſurer at their rt 
Meeting by Ballot, whoſe Duty i is hereafter 
1 _ . deſcribed; and fix a proper Salary for him 
1 ES not exceeding in the Pound, of 
1 - -* the Amount 2 the County Rates, aad to 
boblige him to give proper Security. 
Io make ſuch other Rules and Regula- 
tions as they ſhall from Time to Time 
think fir, for) carrying ah Purpoſes df. the 
Act into Execution, and conducting the 
Buſineſs of che ſeveral Officers, 
I0 call upon each Diftri Agent for 
the Returns of the Amount of the Poor's 
Rates within the Diſtrict. 
To receive Quarterly Retdhus- Got the 
ſeveral inferior Biſtricts, of the Money col- 
lected and the Expences incurred therein 
reſpetctively. | 
T0 examine and iadpe the Accounts 
Quarterly, I | 
_ make Orders upon the County Trea- 
furer for the iſffuing ſuch; Sums as ſhall be 
neceſſary to defray the Expences within each 


Diſtrict, and 5 direct thoſe Orders to the 
| Diſtrict 


1 ) 


Diſtrict Agent, who ſhould fix the Proportion 
W hjſch each Pariſh or Place is to contribute, 
and certify it to the Overſeer of each Pa- 
J e 
Io direct how the working Poor are to be 
employed; what Manufactures ſhall be car- 
tried on, and what Work houſes provided; and 
dco ſuperintend the Buildings ; to furniſh and 
lay in Stock and Materials to be employed 
therein; to ſet all Buildings by Contract; and 
to chooſe all neceſſary Officers by Ballot. 


It is not the Object of this Plan to have many 
Perſons capable of Labour kept in Work- 
houſes; it is rather wiſhed to have them 
placed or hired out to ſuch Employments as 
they are moſt capable of; and if they cannot 
earn their whole Subſiſtence, the Deficiency 
to be made up out of the County Fund. 
There ſhould be a Clauſe in the Act to 
puniſh any Man who goes away from his 
Pariſh,..and leaves his Wife or Children 
chargeable there, unleſs, he ſhall firſt obtain 
2 Certificate from the Committee or Diſtrict 
Agent, ſpecifying their Permiſſion and the 
Cauſe of his Departure. 

The Juftices of Peace are inveſted with full 
Power to procure Indemnities to the Pariſh, 
or to puniſh the reputed Fathers of Baſtard 
Cz... -. bak 04h 
7 The. 


ences in apprebending ſuch, Fa- 


if not, out of the County Fund. 
| | * $ 


alle; 
4 
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In order to inforce the Execution of this 
Plan, it may be neceſſary to compel thoſe to 
act who ſhall be choſen Commiſſtoners; and 
. alſo thoſe who ſhall be choſen upon the 
— County or Diſtrict Committee, by inflicting 
| Penalties on thoſe who neglect to attend their 
Duty, according to a Rota to be fixed at their 
General Meeting, to be paid into the County 
Fund. But a Clauſe ſhould be inſerted to 
excuſe any Perſon from ſerving as a Committee- 
man who deſired it, after he my ſerved * 


Tears. 


[The Duty of the can 71 lee ſhould 
de to attend the Committees. 
To deliver his Accounts at thoſe Meet- 


Y - "-ivgs to the Committee, for Inſpection and 


Examination, . ; 


I To enter the Orders made by the County 


: Committee, and to calculate the Quota of 
Contribution from each Diſtrict. 
To call u 9 1 the Diſtrict Nene for the 
p Returns made by the Overſeers, of the Pay- 
ments to the Poor's Rates within = laſt 
three Years. 
To procure a Plan, geſcribing every 
Pariſh in the County, with their Situation 
and Contiguity to each other 3 and alſo 
ſuch Townſhips and Places as maintain their 
Poor ſeparately from the Parifhes. at large. 


ee the Money to be raiſed for the Be- 
neßt of the Nr; in eich e * the 


a + % 
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1 
Rates in the Manner herein before deſcribed, 


if his Majeſty and the Legiſlature think fir 


to countenance this Plan, my. may do it 
moſt eſſentially, 3 

By giving the Fines, Forfeltures, and Pe- 
nalties which may be incurred for certain Of- 
fences, to the Encouragement of this Fund. 


They may alſo. lay a Tax upon Dogs, to 


he applied in its Aid. 

They may alſo grant, for the ſame Pur- 
poſe, additional Tolls on Turnpikes, to be 
paid by Perſons travelling on Sundays, where 
not already appropriated. 

The charitable Donations, which have been 
or may be given for the Relief and Employ- 

ment of poor Perſons, may be proper to 
be inquired into, and would add a further 
Increaſe to this Fund. 

And for another addition, and as an In- 
ducement to the Inhabitants of Pariſhes and 
Places to enforce the Vagrant Laws, and to be 
watchful over the Perſons who intrude them- 
ſelves as Inmates or Lodgers, they may inflict 
the following Penalties, vs. 

On every Pariſh or Place where any Perſon 
convicted of Burglary or Felony was har- 


boured at the Time the Offence was com- 
mitted, and was not apprehended and proſe- 


cuted at the Pariſh Expence, - 


For Felons without Benefit of Clergy, 100. 


Felons with Benefit of Clergy,  5/. 
Alſo the Penalties of Half thoſe Sums on the 
B Perſons 


( #8 ) 


Perſons who harboured ſuch Convicts in their 
Houſes at the Time they committed the Felony ; 

And alſo a Penalty of Forty Shillings on 
every Pariſh or Place where any Perſon ſhall 
be found begging, and not taken into Cuſ- 
tody and proſecuted as the Law direCts, by 
the Officers of ſuch Pariſh. | 


[Thoſe Sums to be ſeverally raifed and 
paid by the Peace Officers of ſuch reſpective 
| Pariſhes or Places, out of the Conſtable or 

Headborough's Levies, on producing a Certi- 
ficate from the Judge who convicted the 
Felon, or the Juſtice who inflited the 
Penalty: ] 


And alſo various other Penalties and For- 
feitures in certain other Caſes, where they 
may be judged proper. 

All which will operate both to correct 

Abuſes and increaſe the Fund. ; 


The Sums ariſing from the ſeveral Articles. 
above mentioned, to be collected and received 
by ſuch Perſons as the County Committee ſhall 
appoint ; and paid into the Hands of the 
1 County Treaſurer, as an Addition to the 
if general Fund for each County. 
iÞ Ĩ bere are in different Parts of the Kingdom 
WE many Clubs or Friendly Sacieties, formed by 
| a Number of Perſons, who contribute ſmall 
Weekly Sums, while in Health, to a Fund, 
out of which they are to be ſupported in Sick- 
neſs and Old Age; which are very laudable 
2 Tr 8 $ Inſtitu- 
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Inſtitutions, a merit every Encouragemen 
that'can be given them. 


Sunday Schools, for the Inſtruction of Poor 


Children, have been introduced in ſome Parts 


of the Country with great Succeſs, and ſeem 
to deſerve the utmoſt Attention and En- 
couragement. 

It ſeems expedient, therefore, that the 
County Committee ſhould have Power to 


appropriate any Part of the laſt mentioned 


Sums for the Benefit of all or any of the 
faid Friendly Societies, and alſo of the ſaid 
Sunday Schools, to aid and promote their 
benevolent Purpoſes. 

In the Application of the County Fund, 
peculiar Attention ſhould be ſhewn to the 
Care, Education, and Employment of the 
poor young Children who may be proper to be 
ſent thither, by improving their Morals, and 
habituating them to Labour as early as poſſible; 
and the ſooner they can conveniently be 
taken from their Parents the better, that their 
Minds may not be corrupted by evil Habits 

and bad Example. 

A convenient Number of Houſes, for the 
Reception of theſe Poor Children, may be 
eaſily provided in each County, from Work- 


houſes already built, or old deſerted Manſions, 


without the Expence of new Buildings. 


The like Means may be taken to provide 


comfortable Habitations for the Sick, Infirm, 
and Impotent Poor. 
83 And 
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And when the Children attain a proper Age, 
they ſhould be clothed and placed out as 
Servants or Apprentices, at the * of 
the County Fund. 

Where there are not convenient Houſes for 
the Reception of Ideots, Lunatics, and Per- 
ſons diſordered in their Minds, Two or Three 
neighbouring Counties may join, and out of 
theſe County Funds make every neceſſary 
Ken for thoſe e unfartunate 


Objects. 


Where Diſtricts haye ut, att incor- 
porated by Acts of Parliament for the Relief 
and Employment of their Poor, an Option 
may be given, either to adopt this Plan or to 

continue their own'; and in that Caſe to 
exempt them from contributing to the County 
Funds. 

In carrying theſe Purpoſes i into Execution it 
may be neceffary. to make ſome particular Pro- 
viſions and Variations reſpecting the Pariſhes 
within the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, 
and Bills of Mortality, and other Cities and 
Wm Towns, | 


This Plan will efſeQually prevent all Re- 


movals from one Pariſh to another, in the 
ſame County. And as the Poor are to be 
maintained at a general County Expence 
(and all Counties are put into the ſame Situa- 
tion), it may be proper to add a Clauſe in the 
Act to reſtrain the Removal of any Pauper to 

ME: Pariſh in any other County. 1 
R. 


Mx. GILBERT" having been much 
| importuned to bring forward ſome Plan for 
the Relief of the Poor, after conlidering 
the Subject in every Point of View, and 


trying all thoſe Means which afforded any. 
Proſpect of Succeſs, has formed the above 
rs to him the moſt prac- 
ticable, without exciting Jealouſy, or raiſing 


Plan, which a 


popular Diſcontents. He is ſorry he has 
not had Leiſure to digeſt it more perfectly; 
but he was deſirous of haſtening it to the 
Preſs that it might receive an Sy Conſi- 
deration. 

He has ſtudiouſiy purſued throughout, the 
ollowing great Objects, v12. 


The making effectual Proviſion for the 


Poor, and the avoiding all Frauds and Im- 


poſitions in the Application of the Maney 


raiſed for their Relief and Support. 
Though the Introduction of Salaries has 
been avoided as much as poſſible, in two 
Inſtances they ſeem to be eſſentially neceſſary, 
viz, to the County Treaſurer and the Diſ- 
trict Agent. The Overſeers will act, as they 
now do, without Pay: And it is hoped the 
Gentlemen of the Committees, when they 
have a proper Perſon of their own chuſ- 


t ing to diſcharge the great Burthen of the 


Buſineſs, will cheerfully give their Attend- 
7 ance, 
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ance, and aſſiſt in ſo very important a Service, 
in which their own Intereſts are ſo parti- 
cularly involved with thoſe of their at 
bours and the Public. 

Should this Plan be approved, great Care 
and Attention will be neceſſary in the Ar- 
rangement of it, and inveſting the neceſſary 
Powers in Hands the leaſt likely” to abule 
them. | 

It may perhaps be thought proper to pre- 
pare the intended Bill; and afterwards to 
print and circulate it during the Recels of 
| Parliament. 

It would greatly facilitate the Prog refs of 
this Plan, if a Preparatory Bill ma be 
paſſed during the - preſent Seſſion, for the 
Purpoſe of procuring Returns from the ſe- 
veral Pariſhes and Places, of the Expences 
attending their Poor during each of the laſt 
three Years; from which the Medium for 
the Contribution is to be drawn: 

And alſo for appointing Commiſſioners for 
forming the Diſtrièts: 

And likewiſe for procuring Returns of the 
Charitable Donations for the Uſe of the Poor 
within each Pariſh : 

As from thoſe Returns, the two Houſes of 
Parliament will receive very material In- 
formation to guide their Judgment upon the 
other moſt important Bill, when it comes 
before them the next Seflion. 


| When 


L 43.3 

When this Plan 1s properly ſettled and en- 
forced, the Poor will have Peace and Quiet, 
and avoid the hardſhips they ſuffer at preſent 
whilſt the Litigations about their Settlements 
are depending- The Magiſtrates, who are 
now forced to ſacrifice a great Part of their 
Time to this Branch of the parochial Buſineſs, 
will be ſeldom interrupted with the Com- 
plaints of the Paupers, the Overſeers who 
are often incompetent to judge what Sort of 
Relief to give them, will be freed from many 
diſagreeable Importunities and Embarraſs- 
ments, and the Rates be very conſiderably 
reduced. 

There is nothing in this Plan calculated to 
ſerve any Party, or any individual Perſon. 

There are no Powers intended to be given 
but ſuch as ſhall be limited and ſecured from 
Abuſe by every proper Check and Control. 

One of the printed Copies will be ſent to 
every Peer and Member of Parliament. 


From the Magnitude of the Object, and 
the preſſing Neceſſity for having ſome ſpeedy 
Redreſs to ſo crying a Grievance; it is hoped 
there will be a general Concurrence in mak- 
ing an Experiment which appears very prac- 
ticable, and promiſes ſo many Advantages 
to the Community, without the Hazard of 
any poſſible Danger or Inconvenience either 
to the Poor or to thoſe who maintain * 

E 


— — 


OEY 
— 


. — K £ * — ACE 
= 2 — 
% 


* — — — 


— — — — 
— — — 


—— 
- — 
— 
— 
r 


N — X — — 


* — 
_ _—y 


1 24 J 


The Perſon who introduces this Plan, 
finding his Health will not permit him to 
take a laborious Part in the Buſineſs, is there- 
fore obliged to call upon, and indeed to ſolli- 
cit the Exertion of the Zeal and ſuperior Abi- 


lities of other Gentlemen to conduct and 


bring it to Pei fection. 


April 29, 1786. 


OBJECTIONS 
Mr. OIL BER T's PLAN of POLICE, 


STATED and ANSWERED. 


Os rioR I. HE Plan is too ſhort to be 


intelligible upon ſo very 


' extenſive an Object, and flands much in 


need of Explanation with reſpect to the 
Mode , raiſing the Money, and con- 
tributing to the whole County Ex- 
pences; there being a Fealouſ that ſome 
Pariſhes which now pay but a ſmall 
annual Sum to the Maintenance of their 
Poor, which are not numerous, will 
be greatly burthened with theſe new 
Salaries, and with the Poor of many 
great manufacturing Towns, which 
may increaſe conſiderably. 


0 a ANswER. 
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will be included in forming that Diſtrict, and 


EC ET 


ANSswER.— The Plan was, by Deſign, 
made as ſhort as poſſible, being only intend- 
ed to ſpecify its Objects, and preſcribe a 
Mode of attaining them. _ Mi, 

With regard to the Rates—A general equal 
Rate through the County was never pro- 
poſed, as it muſt have produced much Diſ- 
content and Oppoſition ; but the Contribu- 
tion upon the Average of the laſt Three 
Years, will make the Expences of the new 
Salaries and Houſe Rent, ſtated in Anſwer 
to the Second Objection, very inconſiderable 
to thoſe Pariſhes which have paid but little 
to the Poor's Rates. 

Where the Pariſhes are ſmall, and but 
thinly inhabited, a greater Number of ſuch 


the Rent of the Houſe, and Salary to the 
Agent, will be much below the general Ave- 
rage, and will reduce the whole annual Sum 


conſiderably in each of ſuch Pariſhes. 


Ihe ſame Reaſoning may be applied to the 
Expence of the County Treaſurer 3 a Pariſh 
which pays but a ſmall Poor's Rate, will con- 
tribute but very little indeed to his Salary; and 


the like Obſervation holds with reſpect to the 


accidental Increaſe of Expences in any of the 
manufacturing Towns, by the Decay of Trade, 
&c. Every Pariſh will by this means, up- 
on ſuch an Event, contribute in the like 


; Proportion. They would, upon ſuch an Oc- 


caſion, have been liable to have been taxed 
8 opts In 


[ #7 J 


in Aid of wiivet diſtreſſed Pariſhes, under the 
43 Elia. Cap. 2. ſ. 3. 

There will be no Occaſion for minute 
Calculations of thoſe Matters, as the whole 
will be included in the groſs Sum which 
each Pariſh muſt pay to the County Treas 
ſurer. 

When the Bill is drawn, a Table will be 
made, by which the Qzota of Contribution 
for each Pariſh, to any given Sum, will aps 
pear at one VIEW. 


OBJECTION it That this Plan introduces 
many new Expences hitherto unknown 
upon this Subject; viz. a Salary, to 
the Diſtrict _ ; a Houſe for him, 
with a Room for the Committee; 
and a & diary to the County Treas 4 


 farer; 


AnswER.—1/, By ſtating the ptobable 
Amount of thoſe new Expences. 

24ly, By enumerating the Advantages 
which each Pariſh will receive under this 
new Plan and Regulation. 

Each Diſtrict is intended to conſiſt of 
from Five to Ten Pariſhes (ſuppoſe Seven 
Fr 5 Medium, for-the Sake of the Calculas 

on). 
Ihe Expetices to theſe Seven Pariſhes upon 
this Plan, ſuppoſing them in Magnitude and 
7 on a Medium with all the other 
Ga Paihes 
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Pariſhes i in the County, will be as under (if 
- Jaferior, their Contribution will be leſs in 


Proportion) : 


For a Houſe for the Diſtrict ** 
to live i in, and the Committee to 


4: 4. d. 


meet in, on a Medium about 

40 l. per Annum, which will be 

to each of the Seven Pariſhes 5 14 3 
A Salary to the Diſtrict Agent, on + 

a Medium about 501. per Annum, 

which will be to each Pariſh 4 10 
The 2uota to the Salary of the Coun- 

ty Treafurer, ſuppoſing Fifty 
Counties, on a Medium to confiſt 
' of 200 Parifhes each, and the 
Treaſurer's Salary to be on a 
Medium 2001. per Annum, will 

be to each Parifh - 0 


Total Expences to each Pariſh up- 
on this Calculation per Annum 13 17 1 


But if the Pariſhes are ſmall, their Contri- 
bution will be greatly reduced, as appears by 


the Obſervations on the run ObjeQion. 


Savincs and. Vinterrs which will ariſe 


from this PLAN. 
"Yom Pariſh will ſave the Expences of 


Qrericery'| in the Execution of their Offices; 


8 thoſe 
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thoſe alſo of Entertainments at Meetings re- 
lative to the Poor, which are too frequent 
and enormous; and alſo all the Expences for 
Law Buſineſs and Fees about Settlements, 
Removals, Examinations, Certificates, Orders 
for Maintenance, and other Ty re- 
n the Poor. 

To theſe may be added, in many Pariſhes, 
the Salaries paid out of the Poor's Rates to 
Perſons now hired. to execute the Office of 
Overſeer. 

The above Articles alone, if they were 


ſelected out of the Accounts for each Pariſh, | 


it is apprehended, will amount on a Medium 
to much more than the Quota of ſuch Pariſh 
to the above Salaries and Houſe Rent. 


But ſhould this Plan be carried into Exe- 
cution according to its Spirit and Intention, 
it muſt produce infinite Savings, from the 
more ceconomical Management of the Diſtrict 
Agent than the Overſeer. 

The Diftri# Agent, from the Nature of 
his Truſt, and the Manner in which he is 
to be choſen, may be ſuppoſed a Perſon of 
Integrity, Ability, and great Knowledge in 
parochial Affairs. 

Thoſe Qualifications will enable him, under 
the Direction and Control of the Committee, 


to proceed upon the het Plan of Oeconomy 


which can be formed. 
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The following is ſubmitted to Conſideration, 
as pointing out in ſome meaſure the Nature 
of his Duty, the Subſtance of which is pro- 
| vided for, and a Regiſter of the Proceedings 
1 directed to be kept in a Book, by the Statute 
1 3 M. and M. Cap. 11. f. 11. 


To enquire. into the State of the Poor 
of each Pariſh within the Diſtrict (having 
the Committee-Man, to whom the Care of 

1 | | ſuch Pariſh is aſſigned, with him), and make 
| an Entry thereof in a Book to be kept for 
ſuch Pariſh, under the following Heads : 

1/t. Thoſe who receive Penſions or weekly 
Pay; and to mention their Ages and Infir- 
4 mities, Wife (if any), and the Number 
at and. Ages of their Children, and how they 
| are all employed, 
| 24. Thoſe who receive occaſional Relief: 
At to enter the Obſervations reſpecting their 
1 Ages, Infirmities, and Employments. 

IF | zd. If there is a Workhouſe, to view it, 
and enter the Names of thoſe who are kept 
A; there, and all the Circumſtances reſpecting 
it f their Age and Infirmities, how long they 
1 have been there, and how they are employed. 
by 44715. Thoſe who have Houſes provided 
# for them, or the Rent paid by the Pariſh. 
We To lay all theſe Particulars before the 
1 Committee at their firſt Meeting, and to 
propoſe for their Canſideration the beſt Plan 
| Which he, and the Committee-Men aſſigned 
. for the particular Pariſhes, can deviſe for the 
| | Purpoſe ; ſuch as, ſtriking off unneceſſary Pen- 
| 


Jens and reducing others where it can = 
perly be done; employing and ſubſiting the 
a „ 


| E 3& ] 


Poor with greater Economy; compelling 
all who receive weekly Pay to wear Badges, 
&c. &c. 

Upon all freſh Applications, which the 
Overſeer muſt attend, the Agent ſhould either 
order Penſions or occaſional Relief; or ſend 
the Paupers to the Workhouſe, or to Em- 
ployment with Perſons who will take the 
Care of them for their Labour, or for ſome 

ſmall Allowance beſides their Labour, as 
upon Enquiry into their Circumſtances ſhall 
be thought moſt proper. He ſhould alſo 
ſend the Children, who are fit for it, to an 
Hoſpital, which is to be. provided by the 
County Committee for that Purpoſe ; and 
the old, decrepid, and infirm Paupers, who 
are unfit for Labour, he ſhould ſend to an 


Hoſpital, to be in like Manner provided 


for them. 


The Overſeer is appointed annually by the 
Juſtices of Peace; and as it is an Office of 
great Burden, it generally goes by Houſe- 


row, in Rotation through the Pariſh: of courſe 


it falls upon many Perſons who are ignorant 
of their Duty, and entirely unfit for it, Thoſe 
who have Capacity and Application to acquire 


the requiſite Knowledge, are, under the pre- 


ſent Law, to quit their Office at the End 
of the Year, before they can be perfectly Ma- 
ſters of their Buſineſs. = 

If the Overſeer acts upon his own Judg- 


ment, it is obvious how groſsly he, and the 
Pariſh through him, may be impoſed upon if 
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If he takes Advice, he muſt der go many 
Miles to a Juſtice of Peace, and ſometimes to 
an Attorney for it, which muſt be attended 
not only with Loſs of Tim to himſelf, but 
greatly increaſe the Pariſh Expence,. 

TR Savines in the ſeveral Matters 
before ſtated, under theſe Regulations, 
are obvious, and will be experienced 
with Pleaſure in every monthly Ac- | 
count. This monthly Account ſhould 
| be drawn out in a Form to be directed 
by a Schedule to the Act, and tranſ- 
mitted to the County Treaſurer. 

A further Satisfaction will ariſe 
from the Care, Employment, and 
placing out the poor Children, as it 
will enure Numbers to Labour and 
Induſtry, who would otherwiſe have 


been trained vp. in Idleneſs, Theſt, 
or eee 


| OnjzeTION HL. That the Yuftices of Peace 
em to be overlooked in this Plan, 10 


. Authotity being gi ven 10 them in the 
Execution of- it. | 


1 ANswaR. —As the lace Fates who 
are aka have Power under * of the 


new 


[ 1] 


new intended Act, are to be elected by Bal- 
lot, it is not doubted but many Gentlemen 
in 'the Commiſſion of the Peace, who are 
eſteemed and reſpected in the Country, will 
be choſen upon the County, and alſo upon 
the Diſtrict Committees, which will be in- 
veſted with all the Powers that the Juſtices 
had before, in ordering and directing Relief 
and Maintenance for the Poor; and one of 
the Juſtices within the Diſtrict ſhould be ap- 
pointed Chairman, and preſide at thoſe Com- 
mittees. 5 

The Power which was given to Juſtices of 
Peace, by the 43d Eliz. and other Acts, to 
appoint Overſeers of the Poor, to allow Rates, 
and compel the Payment of them; and alſo 
the Powers . in Caſes of Baſtardy, by 
18 Eliz. Cap. 3 7. Ja. I. Cap. 4. and 
6 Geo. II. Cap, 31. ftill remain, and are in- 
tended to continue in them; but the Powers 
with which they are inveſted. by Acts 3 N. 
M. Cap. 11. and 9 Geo. I. Cap. 7. to 
hear the Complaints of Paupers, and to order 
Relief, Wc, Ac. are propoſed to be inveſted in 
the Diſtrict Clerk and Committee only, 

That- Power, ſo diffuſed, it is apprehend» 
ed, will be better and more eaſily executed, 
than if it were to remain to be exercifed by 
an individual Juſtice of Peace; and proba» 
bly, moſt of the Juſtices in every County 
will be better pleaſed with this Alteration ; 
as thoſe Matters reſpecting the hearing and 


determining 
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determining Complaints between the Pariſh 


Officers and the Poor, are certainly the moſt 


irkſome and diſagreeable Part of their Duty; 
and as their Duty has been much increaſed 


by the late Revenue and other Acts, ſome 


Means ſeem neceſſary to be adopted, in order 


to relieve them as much as poſſible in the 


other Parts of it. 


OnJzcrion IV. That this Plan, however 


well meant and wiſely adapted, will 
fail in the Execution, as Gentlemen 
qualified for the Office of Committee- 

Men, will not give themſelves the 
Trouble to aft ; and that to compel them 
to act by Penalties, will be repugnant to 


the Idea of Laberty. 


 Answer.—The Regulations propoſed by 
this Plan are fo loudly called for through the 
whole Kingdom, that there is little Doubt of 


its being eagerly embraced by the Country 


Gentlemen, even without Compulſion. 

That in a Matter of ſuch high Importance 
to the State, and to the Police of the Country, 
there will be nothing improper or unconſti- 
tutional in Compulſion by Penalties, after Gen- 
tlemen have been choſen by the People of Pro- 
perty by Ballot, and have fixed, at a Meeting 
amongſt themſelves (which they ſhould be 
required to hold), their Rota of Duty, re- 
ſpecting the Attendances on the oe” 

ays; 


1 1 


days; for which a 2yorum ſhould be ſettled 
by the Ack. 
Compulſion by Penalties is not a new 


Mode, as by the 43d of Eliz. Cap. 2. ſ. 10. 


(the great Act for eſtabliſhing Proviſions for 
the Poor), a Clauſe, is inſerted, to levy Pe- 
nalties upon Juſtices of Peace, for refuſing or 
neglecting to act in the Appointment of 
Overſeers of the Poor; and -no Doubt other 
lame 9 a fimilar Kind m be found. 


OBJzcTION V. That in many Diftriats it will 
be difficult to find a ſufficient Number of 
Proper Perfons to conſlitule the Com- 

mittee, 


Answer;—In forming the Diſtricts, ſuch 
contiguous Pariſhes may in every Situation 
be united, as will comprehend: within them 
a ſufficient Number of Perſons qualified for 
Committee-Men. It is not doubted but many 
reſpectable Clergymen will be elected, and 
ready to act upon thoſe Committees, when 
they ſhall be wanted, Their Services and 
Exertions, upon ſuch an Occaſion, will be 
very pleaſing to the Country; and ſuch of 
them who may happen to be but moderately 
provided for in the Church, cannot fail, by their 
Zeal and Attention to ſo very laudable an Em- 
ployment, to excite the Notice, and to merit 
the Patronage of Gentlemen, who either have, 
or can procure Church Preferments for them, 
OBJ ECS 


1 


* OBjtcTION VI. That as by this Plan the 
1 Poor will be maintained at a Count 
| | Expence, thoſe who have the Applica- 
tion of the Money will be more profuſe 

in the Diſtribution of it, 


ANnsWER.—The Diſtrict Agent is the Perſon 
_ who muſt he reſponſible ; And when we conſi- 
der the Manner in which he is to be elected, and 
the good Opinion which thoſe who chuſe him 
have of his Honeſty ; that he holds a bene- 
JF! ficial Employment only during his good Be- 
14 | | haviour, for which he is to find Sureties ; 
+ and that his Accounts and his Conduct will 
"| | be under the Check and Controul, not only 
— Diſtrict Committee, but of the Trea- 
5 ſurer and County Committee, there does not 
1 ſeem the leaſt Probability of his being guil- 
. ty of any Fraud or Abuſe of his Truſt, ſo 
as to deter Gentlemen from adopting the 
Meaſure of the Poor being maintained at a 
general County Expence. On the contrary, 
there are many cogent Reaſons to induce 
them to it; vis. 2 
J, It will moſt effectually put an End to 
all Contentions and Expences about Settle- 
ments and Removal of Paupers. 
24ly, It will furniſh an eaſy Means of 
purſuing and apprehending any Perſon who 
may run away, and leave his Family, or his 
Baſtard Child, a Charge on the Pariſh ; by 
ſending'a Hue and Cry, with a — 


+ W 1 
of his Perſon, from Diſtrict to Diſtrict 


| tereſt of every one to aſſiſt in detecting him; 
and this Hue and Cry may be purſued from 
County to County throughout the Kingdom, 
till he is apprehended : The Mode of doing 
this, with great Facility, may be eſtabliſhed 1 in 
the Bill. | 


 OBJexcTION VII. This Plan of Police, as it 
ic called, does not point out any complete 
Remedy for putting an End to Vagrancy, 

and the Vernicious Evils attending it. 


ANn8WER.—lIt is admitted this Plan only 


takes up that Part of the Vagrant Law which 


incidentally falls under ſome of the Proviſions 
about the Poor; but it is hoped a complete Va- 
grant Bill will attend this Poor Bill through 
the Two Houſes of Parliament the next 
N 

general Act for providing and im- 
* the Houſes of Correction throughout 


the Kingdom (moſt neceſſary for carrying 


thoſe Plans into Execution) has already paſl- 
ed; and, in the Courſe of the preſent Year, 


Os eat Progreſs will tings be made in Gaſs | 


_ ECTION VIII. That there is no Prouiſion 
muaadte for repealing any of the preſent 


Poor 


through the County, as it will be the In- 


| 
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. 
Poor Laws, which will claſh very 


much with this new Plan. 


AnsWER.—A minute Inſpection and Re- 
viſion of the preſent Poor Laws is intended; 
but there has not yet been Time to digeſt 1 it 
perfectly; ; nor can it properly be done, till it 
is known in what Degree this Plan will re- 
ceive the Countenance and Approbation of 


Parliament. It is evident, however, that if 


the whole be adopted and eſtabliſhed, it will 
be neceſſary that a conſiderable Number of 


the preſent AQts relative to Settlements, Re- 


movals, Appeals, Certificates; Churchwardens, 
and Orders of Juſtices for Relief, be totally 
repealed; and that others reſpecting Baſtard 
Children, Rates, Workhouſes, Apprentices, 


Overſeers, and Juſtices of Peace, be reviſed 


and conſidered; and ſo much of them as 
ſhall be deemed proper to be continued, di- 
geſted and reduced into one Act. 

By theſe Means the Statutes reſpecting the 
Poor, which are now about Thirty in Num- 
ber, will be compriſed in one Act, and the 
annual Expence of maintaining and providing 


for the Poor, which is now about TwWO Mil- 


lions and a Half, will probably, by an Adhe- 
rence to this Plan, in a few Years be reduced 
to Half a Million, and in Time totally an- 
nihilated; as by a more regular and con- 
ſtant Employment, which is now to be in- 
troduced and enforced, and a proper Appli- 

y cation 
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cation of the various Charities given to the 
Poor, they may be ſubſiſted with more Cre- 
dit and Comfort to themſelves, as they 
now are in the neighbouring Kingdoms, and 
were formerly in this, by their Labour, and 


the voluntary Contribution of benevolent 
Perſons, 


—"— —— Arr-—— . —ññ̃ —Zͥ G P Hh 


GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


IF the General Syſtem of this Plan, with 
ſuch Alterations and Improvements as ma 
be found neceſſary, ſhould be adopted by 
Parliament; it may be fruſtrated in 5 Exe- 
cution, unleſs ſome very effetual Means be 
uſed, and a cloſe Attention paid to its Intro- 
duction and Progreſs in every County. To 
ſecure which, it may be thought proper, 
after the Forms for keeping the Accounts, 
and making Returns, ſhall be ſettled, to have 
Returns from the Treaſurer to be appointed for 
every County, made quarterly, half yearly, or 
annually, as may be judged moſt expedient, 
to a proper Perſon in London, perfectly ac- 
quainted with the Buſineſs ; who ſhould re- 
ceive, examine, and digeſt them, in ſuch 
Order, that they may be inſpeted with the 
greateſt Eaſe by any Gentleman who may be 
diſpoſed to ſee how the Buſineſs is conducted; 


the 


LI 

1 the perſon ſo to be employed ought to cors 

þ teſpond with the County Treaſurers, or the 

3 Diſtrict Agent where any Diſorder or Defect 

ſhall appear, in order that the fame may be 

laid by them before the reſpective Committees, 

And if approved, he may alſo prepare 

LY an Abſtract of the whole, to be printed 

40 quarterly, half yearly, or annually, as may 

Fi be thought fit, and laid before Parliament, 

1 that the Public at large may be fully ac- 

quainted with theſe Proceedings (the Quota 

of Expences for which cannot be many 
Shillings per Annum to each Pariſh). 


This Plan, which is confeſſedly great and 
extenſive, in many reſpects makes an entire 
Alteration in the preſent Syſtem of the Poor 
Laws, and, from its Magnitude, may at fuſt 

Sight ſuggeſt more Doubts and - Difficulties 
than it is hoped will appear on a fuller In- 
veſtigation; but it is intended to effect a radi- 
cal Cure to an Evil that is moſt generally and 
grievoully complained of. And as a Matter 
of ſuch a ſerious and delicate Nature cannot 
ſucceed, and have the wiſhed-for happy 
Effects, without a very general Coneurrence 
among all Orders and Claſſes of Men; the 


Plan itſelf having been already diſtributed to 
the ſeveral Members of the Two Houſes of 
Parliament, it is propoſed that the fame Me- 
thod ſhall be purſued with reſpect to theſe Ob- 
JeQtions and Anſwers ; after which the whole 


15 
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is intended to be ſubmitted to the Public at the 
ſmall Expence of a Sixpenny Pamphlet, that 
the Meaſure may have the fulleſt Conſider- 
ation before the next Seſſion of Parliament. 
It is eſſentially neceſſary that a Bill ſhould 


paſs this Seſſion for procuring Returns from 


the Overſeers of every Pariſh and Place main- 
taining its own Poor; of the Expences occa- 
ſioned on their Account within ech of the laſt 
Three Years ; and alſo another Bill for a Re- 
turn from the Miniſters and Churchwardens, 
of all charitable Donations given for the Be- 
_nefit of the Poor within their reſpective Pa- 
riſhes ; ſuch Bills, it is not doubted, will meet 


with a general Concurrence and Support i in 


both Houſes. . 

Before this or any other Plan for improving 
the Police reſpecting the Poor can be per- 
fected and carried into Execution, it ' ſeems 
requiſite that the Counties ſhould be divided 
into convenient Diſtricts, as the parochial Di- 
viſions will be found much too ſmall for en- 
forcing all the neceſſary Regulations, with- 


out loading them with too great an Expence ; a 


but it ſeems premature to determine in what 
Manner, and of what Extent theſe Diſtricts 
ſhould be formed, till a Plan has been conſi- 
dered and approved by Parliament. 


May 13, 1786. 
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